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The City Council broke ground on the new 

City Hall building on Tuesday, June 23rd.  

Over the next several weeks youôll notice 

a lot of changes at the Donald Robertson 

Park.  The most notable change will be 

the closure of the upper parking lot area 

as well as the pedestrian access from Elm 

Ave.  Since the upper parking lot and 

Elm Ave. access are being rebuilt as part 

of the project, those areas will be closed 

off during the duration of the project.  We 

know that will be an inconvenience for many 

people, but the end result will be worth it.  Not only will the parking and 

pedestrian access be enhanced, there will be a new 9,000 sq. ft. building to serve the community.  We have 

planned lots of space to rent for public, community, and private events.  As the building is under 

construction, we will provide many updates on its progress and how you will be able to use the new building.  

The project is expected to take just over a year, which means the new splash pad will be open just in time for 

the heat of next summer! 
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We wanted to take a moment to thank a dear friend of Wood Village.  Pastor 

Bill Ehmann, or ñPastor Billò as he is known by many, has worked for over 25 

years at the Wood Village Baptist Church to create and foster a positive and 

community-oriented relationship with the City and its community.  From 

being the host for the annual City Nite Out event for over 20 years, to 

allowing the City Cleanup day to be held on the campus, Pastor Bill fostered 

a deep and caring relationship with the 

City.  Pastor Bill not only partnered with the City, but the Reynolds 

School District and Multnomah County to hold summer lunch 

programs and activities, Play East! Recreation to hold sport camps 

and movie nights on the lawn.  In fact, Pastor Bill loved the 

community so much, he and his team worked with various 

organizations to put in a top of the line futsal court at the church for 

the communityôs use.  Pastor Ehmann recently retired due to on-

going health challenges.  Pastor Bill and his wife Carol have made 

it a priority to build relationships with the City Council, City 

Manager, and others in order to serve the City, its citizens and 

guests.  They envisioned creating and sustaining a place of peace, 

service, caring, and love for everyone in Wood Village.  If 

youôve ever attended the Nite Out, took stuff to the cleanup day, 

had kids attend the free summer lunch program, or watched a 

movie on the lawn, you have Pastor Bill to thank.  While 

retired, I am sure weôll still see him around.  We wish him well 

in his retirement and for a full health recovery.   

 
 

NEED HELP PAYING YOUR UTILITIES? 
 

Even though Multnomah County has reopened under Phase 1, we know many 

families and people are still in need as the economy starts to recover.  The City 

Council has authorized a new round of Utility Relief Applications starting July 1st.  

This means even if you had previously applied to the program, you are again 

eligible to have one monthsô worth of utilities paid.  Utilities include the City water/sewer bill, PGE, NW 

Natural, and Waste Management.  The entire application can be completed online, and because we directly 

pay the bill(s), we do need a full copy of the monthôs billing statement. Youôll also have to have taken the 

2020 Census which can be completed online as well: 2020census.gov.  If youôve been financially impacted 

by COVID and need help with your utility bills, please complete the application and weôll help.  The 

application can be found on our website at woodvillageor.gov/wood-village-utility -assistance.  Additional 

resources are also available on our website at woodvillageor.gov/covid19. 

 

https://2020census.gov/
http://www.woodvillageor.gov/wood-village-utility-assistance
https://www.woodvillageor.gov/covid19/
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While she was not with us for too long, her work and spirit will have lasting 

impacts.  Rose Douglass, who joined our team in January, had to step down as 

Assistant to the City Manager to attend to personal matters back in Indiana.  Rose 

had a caring heart for the community and added great insights to the team, 

especially when it came to environmental and human rights matters.  Itôs hard to sum 

up oneôs work and true impact in only a few sentences, and we wanted to share 

what she had to say about her time in Wood Village.  The following is a message 

Rose wrote to the staff prior to leaving: ñI have enjoyed working with each and 

every one of you. All of you play such an important role in how we serve the 

public and help to make Wood Village the best it can be through compassion, 

empathy, problem-solving, and critical thinking. I have grown so much as a 

public servant and leader in my short time here and I wish circumstances 

would allow me to stay. I feel like Oregon is my home now, and it will be 

very difficult to adjust to the change.ò  Truly, Rose has a heart for service and 

her presence and passion will be missed.  We wish her the best, and we know 

whichever community she serves in the future will be better because she is 

there.  Thank you again Rose!   

 

 

 

 

Stephen Katulak joined the City of Wood Village Team on June 22nd as our new 

Groundskeeper.    Stephen was born in Dayton, Ohio where 

he spent most of the younger part of his life.   While in 

Ohio, Stephen worked as a park technician with Dayton 

MetroParks and also did various forms of landscaping throughout the Dayton 

region.   He later moved to North Carolina and landed a job working with 

Whole Foods Market, working in various departments and roles throughout 

the store.  Stephen transferred to Portland with Whole Foods Market four 

years ago and has really enjoyed the area and west coast lifestyle.  Missing 

working outside, Stephen decided it was time to get back in the field, which 

landed him with this position here in Wood Village.  In his spare time, he DJs 

music at various bars throughout the Portland region (prior to COVID), as well 

as on 90.3 FM.  He also enjoys playing music, hiking, cooking and creating art.  

Weôre excited to have Stephen as part of our team, and weôre sure youôll be seeing a lot 

of him around our park and City.   
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RUN FOR CITY COUNCIL & 

SHAPE OUR FUTURE 
 

If youôre a registered voter who has lived in Wood Village for at least one 

year as of November 3, 2020 you can run for City Council.  The City 

Council is responsible setting policies for the entire City.  In addition to 

policy making, the Council also sets and approves the yearly work plan, special 

programs and events, and the annual City budget.  Council members work closely with 

the Parks and Planning Commissions, as well as the other area cities.  The City 

Council generally meets twice a month on the second and fourth Tuesday.  There 

are three positions open on the November 3rd General Election.  All the paperwork 

and forms are on our website, or you can stop by City Hall to learn more.  The 

deadline to file is 4:30pm on Tuesday, August 25th.  All positions are for a 4-year 

term beginning January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2025. City Council positions 

are non-paid, voluntary positions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY NITE OUT CANCELLED  
 

July 17th was the planned date for the Cityôs annual Nite Out event.  Due to COVID-19 and the state-wide 

cancellation of events through September, we are sorry to announce that the Nite Out as we know it will not 

occur this year.  Even though we cannot be together as we have in the past, we and our community partners 

are still here for you.  We encourage you to get out on your driveway, lawn, or patio, and have a BBQ or 

picnic on the 17th, and wave to your neighbors and friends.  Weôre Wood Village strong and weôre very 

much looking forward to gathering with all of you again soon.  

 

CLEANUP DAY UPDATE  
 

Our annual June cleanup day event was postponed due to COVID-19 impacts, and weôre still working on a 

new date to hold the event this fall.  A date has not yet been set, and weôre looking into late September or 

early October for the event.  Weôll have a full update in our next newsletter in September.  In the meantime, 

Metro disposal sites are back open if you have immidiate disposal needs, and please visit our website, or 

oregonmetro.gov to find a list of approved waste providers and dump sites for your specific item.  Letôs keep 

our City clean throughout the year! 

 

http://www.oregonmetro.gov/



